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DETAILED ACTION 



Response to Arguments 



1 . Applicant's arguments with respect to the claims have been considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 



3. Claims 1, 3-14, 16-23 & 25-27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Thomas, (U.S. Pat # 5,666,645), and Knudson, (U.S. Pat # 6,536,041), in view of Boyer, 
(U.S. Pat # 6,268,849). 



Considering amended claim 1, the claimed information service distribution system 
comprising: 
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'central server for receiving the information files from the provider storage medium, such 
that the central server has a plurality of storage locations 5 , is met by Thomas, main database 90 
and ADC 10, which operate as a centralized database, col. 4, lines 1-8; col. 6, lines 1-40. 

'programming in the central server for periodically checking whether information files 
are present in any of the storage locations, and transferring any of the files to the local server 5 is 
met by the discussion in Thomas, col. 6, lines 1 1-45; col. 11, lines 45-67, which teaches that the 
feed generation subsystem extracts EPG data from the main database 90, at least temporarily 
stores the EPG data in cache 720. 

Regarding the feature of 'periodically checking whether the provider has transferred any 
updated files to the provider storage medium and transferring any such updated files to the 
central server 5 , Thomas teaches that the ADC processor 120 determines additions, deletions and 
changes, col. 6, lines 12-25, which meets the claimed subject matter. 

'at least a first provider of information to be broadcast to viewers, such that the provider 
periodically generates one or more information files and stores them in a provider storage 
medium 5 , Thomas does not discuss in detail the operation of the sources 80, see Fig. 1. 
Nevertheless, the subject matter reads on the disclosure in Knudson of the real-time data sources 
30, which at least includes real-time sports, news and stock market information to a main facility 
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22, Fig. 1 . As for the first provider of information having a storage medium, Knudson teaches 
that the real-time data sources 30 are used to gather information, which necessarily requires a 
storage medium, see col 5, lines 50-66. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Thomas with Knudson, at least for the 
desirable advantage of the source providing updated material to the EPG database. 

'provider server for periodically transmitting the information files in the provider storage 
medium to the central server 5 , reads on the operation of the real-time data sources 30, since 
Knudson discloses that the real-time data sources 30 transmits updated information to the main 
facility, which requires a periodic arrangement. 

'central server for receiving the information files from the provider storage medium, such 
that the central server has a plurality of storage locations', also appears to read on the main 
facility 22, which includes a program guide database 24, see Fig. 1 of Knudson. 

As for the additionally claimed feature, 'programming in the central server for 
periodically checking whether information files are present in any of the storage locations, and 
transferring any of the files to the local server', Knudson teaches that the main facility is enabled 
to detect real-time updates to its database, see col. 11, lines 40-67 thru col. 12, lines 1-67. 

Regarding the feature of 'periodically checking whether the provider has transferred any 
updated files to the provider storage medium and transferring any such updated files to the 
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central server', again Knudson teaches that the database 24 is enabled to determine when update 
information is received so that it may be inserted in the proper EPG listing, see col. 13, lines 1- 
46; col. 14, lines 1-12; col. 17, lines 1-60. 

'at least a first local server for receiving the files from the central server and sending the 
files from the central server and sending the files to a corresponding CATV headend in a TV 
distribution system' is met by the operation of the of the TVDF 26, which receives updated EPG 
from the main facility 22. As for the additional headend, Official Notice is taken that at the time 
the invention was made, it was well known to include additional TV distribution headends and 
sub-headends. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to modify the combination of Thomas & Knudson with additional headend 
sor sub-headends at least for the additional purpose of providing more localized input into the 
system. 

As for the amended claimed feature of the files containing, 'a plurality of static screens of 
information, such that each screen includes information pertaining to an area of interest', 
Thomas does not discuss such a format. Nevertheless, Boyer teaches transmitting EPG data to 
subscriber(s) which includes web page, col. 3, lines 65-67; col. 5, lines 45-67. The EPG data in 
Boyer in the format of web pages reads on the claimed 'static screens'. It would have been 
obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made, to modify Thomas 
with the feature of EPG data in the format of web pages, for the advantage of providing users 
with a wider range of resources, as taught by Boyer, see col. 5, lines 59-67. 
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Regarding the additional claimed feature of, 'the area of interest being selected from the 
group consisting of sports, weather, local communities', Boyer teaches the claimed subject 
matter, see Fig. 4-6; col. 4, lines 12-25; col. 4, lines 44-55; 

Considering claims 3 & 10, Thomas discloses that the various servers may at least 
communicate using a satellite link, which meets the requirement. Also Knudson teaches that 
communication lines 38,42,44 & 50 may be cable, satellite, fiber, etc., see col. 5, lines 30-52. 



Considering claim 4, Thomas meets the claimed subject matter, col. 6, lines 1 1-40. 



Considering claims 5 & 1 1 , Thomas teaches that the system may operate on a UNIX 
platform, (col. 14, lines 1-14) but does not discuss the particular programming language. Official 
Notice is taken that at the time the invention was, the use of various programming languages 
such as PERL, C, JAVA, etc. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made, to modify Thomas to use any number of computer languages, 
such as C for instance, which is particularly suited for the UNIX platform, in order to have 
highly automated and programmed system. 
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Considering claims 6 & 16-17, the claimed feature of an editor for facilitating the review 
and approval of the content of the files prior to being sent o the headend, the operation of the 
manual entry & correction subsystem 20 and edit generation subsystem 40, meets the 
requirement, see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 21-65 thru col. 8, lines 1-67 & col 9. 

Regarding claim 17, the manual entry and corrections subsystem 20, makes sure that the 
EPG data is verified before transmission, see col. 8, lines 3-45. 

Considering claims 7 & 12, Official Notice is taken that private network were well 
known in the art. It would have been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made, to operate the combination of Thomas & Knudson with a private network to 
a headed, at least for the known advantages of increased network security. 

Considering claims 8, 13 & 20, Thomas is directed to an EPG delivery system , which 
would necessarily at least include channels for news and sports, and reads on the claim language, 
see col. 5, lines 51-67. Moreover, see Boyer, col. 4, lines 20-65 & Fig. 4-7. 

Considering claim 9, the claimed information service distribution system comprises 
elements that correspond with the subject matter recited in the above rejection of claim 1, and are 
likewise treated. As for the additionally claimed feature of an editor for facilitating the review 
and approval of the content of the files prior to being sent o the headend, the operation of the 
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manual entry & correction subsystem 20 and edit generation subsystem 40, meets the 
requirement, see Fig. 1; Fig. 4; Fig. 5; col. 7, lines 21-65 thru col. 8, lines 1-67 & col. 9. 

Considering claim 14, the claimed method for broadcasting information in a TV 
distribution system comprises steps that correspond with elements mentioned in the above 
rejection of claim 1, and are likewise treated. 

Considering claims 18-19, regarding the format of the data files, Thomas only discusses 
that the files may be transmitted using MPEG 2, col. 1 1, lines 21-45. Nevertheless, Boyer 
teaches transmission of data files using JPEG and/or HTML col. 6, lines 1-22. It would have 
been obvious for one of ordinary skill in the art a t the time the invention was made, to modify 
Thomas to transmit data files using JPEG, as taught by Boyer at least for the known benefits of 
compression of still image images, and HTML for the desirable advantage of a more interactive 
user interface, for the customer. 

Considering claims 21 & 25, the claimed method steps for broadcasting over a TV 
distribution system, comprises elements that correspond with subject matter mentioned above in 
claim 1, are likewise treated. As for the additional feature of HTML files, Boyer provides that 
claimed subject matter, see col. 5, lines 45-60; col. 6, lines 36-62; col. 7, lines 54-64. 

As for the computer readable medium recited in claim 29, both Thomas & Boyer are 
directed to computerized system and thus meets the claimed subject matter. 
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Considering claims 22 & 26, Boyer teaches that system uses JPEG format, col. 6, lines 5- 

12. 

Considering claims 23 & 27, the claimed subject matter reads on the update (dynamic) 
information in Boyer, col. 9, lines 28-65. 



Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

A) Wang EPG with HTML pages. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 

or faxed to: 

(571) 273-8300, (for formal communications intended for entry) 
Or: 

(571) 273-7290 (for informal or draft communications, please label 
"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT") 



Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the examiner should 
be directed to Reuben M. Brown M. Brown whose telephone number is (571) 272-7290. The examiner 
can normally be reached on M-F(8:30-6:00), First Friday off. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Christopher Kelley can be reached on (571) 272-733 1 . The fax phone numbers for the organization 
where this application or proceeding is assigned is (571) 273-8300 for regular communications and After 
Final communications. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be obtained 
from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished applications is available 
through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Reuben M. Brown 




